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When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.—Luke xxii., 32. 
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Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, ecod will towa'd men.—Luke ii:14. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


WE GIVE THANKS TO ALMIGHTY GOD 
for the work accomplished by this third 
volume, now completed. With this 
issue we send out a handsome Title- 
page and carefully prepared Index of 
A glance at this 
Index will show the varied contents of 
the volume. 


the twelve numbers. 





AT THE SUGGESTION OF MANY FRIENDS 
we have had several hundred copies of 
this volume handsomely bound, fit to 
grace any library, which we will send 
postpaid for $1.50. As a contrbution 
to the literature of the Christian con- 
troversy with Rome it wi)! make a use- 
ful addition to any library. 

SOME KIND FRIENDS HAVE GREATLY 
encouraged us by volunteering to get 
us clubs of new subscribers for the com- 
ing year. 
has promised to get twenty-five, and 
Rev. John C. Collins, of New Haven, 
Conn., says he will be one of a hun- 
dred who will get ten subscribers each. 


This is a most practical way of extend- 


One converted Catholic lady 





ing our circulation. We hope to hear 
from many who will help to roll up this 
list of ene hundred. We do not know 
any better way than this by which the 
friends who wish us well can aid our 
work. 

THE CONCLUSION OF THE LATE REv., 
Pierce Connelly’s “ Reasons for Re- 
’ in this issue will 
Since we began the 


nouncing Romanism’ 
attract attention. 
publication of the article last month we 
have heard from ‘several of our sub- 
Mr. 
Florence, where he occupied a notable 
One of his daughters still re- 


scribers who met Connelly in 
position. 


sides in that city. 





IN OUR NEXT ISSUE WE SHALL PUB- 
lish Lord Robert Montagu’s ** Reasons 
Rome.” 
This nobleman, like others in England, 
found that he had been grossly de- 
ceived when he abandoned the Protes- 
tant religion of the Bible to embrace 


for Leaving the Church of 


the half pagan religion of Rome, and 
has had the courage to say so in ring- 
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ing tones. His renunciation of Ro- 
manism has been so recent that it may 
be confidently expected others will fol- 
low his example. The wily Capel led 
not a few in England into the snares of 
Popery, and now that he has appeared 
in his true colors his “converts” may 
turn to the Lord and become truly 
converted. 

WE HOPE TO HAVE MUCH TO SAY IN 
future issues about the formation of a 
“Converted Catholic Missionary Soci- 
ety” for the evangelization of Roman 
Catholics. Since the American and 
Foreign Christian Union went out of 
existence a few years ago there has 
been no society or organization to do 
this work. The collapse of the Union, 
which was inevitable when it confined 
its operations to the financial support of 
work for the conversion of Roman Cath- 
olics in France, has made it doubly 
hard to organize a new society. But 
the line of work that has been pursued in 
the Reformed Catholic services in New 
York was never touched by the Union, 
at least in the later years of its exist- 
ence. Its many paid officers never 
hired a hall or opened a mission in 
New York where Catholics were spe- 
cially enlightened on the false‘doctrines 
of their Church, and the Scripture way 
of salvation pointed out tothem. Those 
whom God had led out of Rome had to 
do this work alone without aid from 
any organization. Hundreds of Roman 
Catholics have been converted at these 
services, many of them priests, monks, 
and ecc'esiastical students, who have 
since united with various evangelical 
churches. In one sense they 
been lost to the work because there 
was no society or organization to keep 
them together. Surely the time has 


have 
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come when such a society should be 
formed. We shall be glad to receive 
suggestions from our readers on the 
subject. 





IN NOTICING THE ATTEMPT TO _DIS- 
turb the Reformed Catholic congrega- 
tion at the services in Masonic Tem- 
ple, New York, Sunday evening, No- 
vember 7th, the Episcopal Recorder of 
November 25th says : 

Reformed Episcopalians, who can 
worship with no one to molest or make 
them afraid, should have great sympathy 
with Brother O’Connor in this Reformed 
Catholic work. May some of them 
show their sympathy by helping this 
brave soldier of Christ financially. 

Other papers have had similar sym- 
pathetic notices, and we hereby express 
our thanks. Ifthe congregation had 
a building of its own free of rent such 
appeals would be unnecessary. But 
until that time comes inthe Providence 
of God such notices as the above are 
highly appreciated. It looks like an 
Irish bull to say we are confident if we 
live long enough that such a_ building 
will be obtained. Meantime, we will 
go on doing the best we can from day 
to day, leaving the issue with the good 
God. 


To Our Subscribers and Friends. 


This number completes the third 
volume of ‘He CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and our next issue, which will be pub- 
lished on January 1st, 1887, will begin 
the fourth volume. All subscriptions 
must be renewed before the New Year. 
Should there be any good cause for de- 
lay in this matter we trust our sub- 
scribers will have the kindness to give 
us early notice. That promptness, 
however, is urgently called for must be 
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evident to every subscriber who will for 
a moment put himself in our place. 
The cost of publishing THe Convert- 
ED CATHOLIC is very considerable, far 
more so than our readers in general 
would suspect; and although the sub- 
scription of each is trifling in itself, the 
magazine suffers materially when pay- 
ments are deferred. We therefore ur- 
gently request our friends to cheerfully 
discharge this duty towards us and 
strengthen our hands for the coming 
year. Most if not all of our subscrib- 
ers can render us very valuable aid in 
another way. They can each secure 
us at least one new subscriber. This 
could certainly be done without much 
trouble or inconvenience. Every one 
can exercise his judgment as to the 
best means of accomplishing this. But 
we would suggest that where a friend 
or neighbor has become interested in 
the work, he should be at once secured 
as a subscriber. Don’t let him escape. 
Tell him with all the eloquence you 
possess that he will be a sharer in all 
the good we hope to accomplish, and 
a co-worker with the bold and fearless 
champions of civil and religious liberty 
in every land. ‘Tell him that we prom- 
ise to give him a magazine filled with 
good, useful and entertaining reading, 
such as he cannot find elsewhere at the 
same cost. ‘Tell him he will be all the 
better and happier at the beginning of 
the New Year and wiser at its close for 
heeding your recommendation and ap- 
peal. That our new readers will be 
grateful to our present subscribers for 
introducing them to us may be re- 
garded as certain. We heartily thank 
the friends whose hearts have been in- 
clined and hands held out to aid us. 
Hitherto the Lord has helped us, and 
they have been his instruments. With 


profound gratitude to him and them we 
wish all our readers A MERRY CHRIST- 
MAS AND A Happy NEw YEAR. 


Father McGlynn a Bishop. 





One of the principal supporters of 
Mr. Henry George at the late election 
for Mayor of New York was Father 
Edward McGlynn. When threatened 
with ecclesiastical censure he retaliated 
by publishing the history of Galileo’s 
condemnation by the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities of his day. He says he will 
persist in his course in defiance of all 
the thunders of the Vatican. To get 
rid of him the Pope will surely make 
him a bishop. “ Promoveatur ut amo- 
veatur.” 

Does Bishop Ireland Drink. ? 

A minister writing from Illinois asks: 
“Do you know whether Bishop Ire- 
land of St. Paul, Minnesota, drinks ?” 
He drinks wine at mass every morn- 
ing, and if he said half a dozen masses 
consecutively, he would be an “awful 
example.” The wine used at mass is 
intoxicating, and as it must be taken 
fasting, the effect is most injurious, cre- 
ating as it does a desire for more drink. 
Roman Catholic priests attribute their 
evil habits to the 
of wine at mass. 


enforced use 
Bishop Ireland 
has the reputation in St. Paul of 
being a “wild Irishman,” but whether 
this is due to nature or strong drink is 
an open question. He is certainly a 
strong advocate of the temperance 
cause, and it is to be presumed that he 
practices what he preaches. The Rev. 
John Lee, in a recent pamphlet, to use 
a Western phrase, handles the Bishop 
without gloves. Copies of this pamphlet 
can behad at this office. Price ten cents 
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(Reported for the Converted Catholic.) 

The first Sunday in November was 
marked by one of the worst outrages 
yet attempted to break up the services 
in Masonic Temple. Father O'Connor 
preached a Gospel sermon, pointing out 
the way of salvation for all, and making 
a special appeal to the Roman Catho- 
lics not to allow themselves to be held 
longer in bondage by the priests. How 
little reliance could be placed in those 
priests was illustrated by the number 
ofthem who had recently got married— 
no one can tell how many of them are 
secretly wedded, or living as ir they were. 
Rev. Dr. Fulton, of Brooklyn, had 
preached on this subject the Sunday 
before, and quoted some verses by 
an Irish poet, showing that priests can- 
not help falling in love like other men 
when suitable objects are encountered. 
One priest coniessed his love for a 
maiden named Fanny Power, and this is 
what happened : 

‘*The Abbot sent him to his cell, 

And spoke of penance and of hell; 

But nothing in his heart could quell 

His love for Fanny Power. 


He dreamed of her the livelong day ; 

At evening, when he tried to pray, 

Instead of other saints, he'd say 

‘O holy—Fanny Power.’” 

In this many priests 
were living double lives, it was not sate 
for the people totrust them. But they 
could at all times trust the great High 
Priest who had offered himself as a sac- 
rifice for their sins. 

Before the elose of the service, Broth- 
er Wm. D. Fox observed two men leav- 
ing the hall. A few minutes later the 
congregation was startled by the report 
\s « revolver outside the window nearest 


respect so 
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to the preacher. So sudden was the 
shock at the loud report that for afew 
moments no onestirred. Then a rush 
was made for the door by the men near- 
est to it, and as the preacher called on 
them to remain, as there was no danger, 
their yell of defiance showed them to be 
bitter Romanists. There were many 
blanched faces in the congregation, but 
after a litile time quiet was restored, 
and the service was concluded. An 
examination of the window-frame showed 
that the bullet glanced horizontally, as 
if the object was to frighten the congre- 
gation rather than do injury to any _per- 
son. Personally, Father O’Connor has 
not the least fear, but he dreads the 
effect of such violence on the congrega- 
tion. People who would not care 
about verbal opposition can be fright- 
ened by a revolver to stay away from 
the meetings. Before the congregation 
separated, Father O'Connor offered up 
a fervent prayer tor the deluded soul 
who fired the shot. 
PETER AND THE Rock, 

Sunday evening, November 14th, 
Father O'Connor preached on a subject 
of great interest to Roman Catholics, 
“St. Peter and the Rock.” He said the 
Church of Kome claims that our Lord 
Jesus Christ established his Church on 
Peter, as the * Rock,” mentioned in Mat- 
thew xvi., “ Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I w.li build my Church,” 
The church was not built on Peter per- 
sonally; if he were the foundation, it 
would have given way when he subse- 
quently denied his Lord. The confes- 
sion Peter made, ‘Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God,” was the 
foundation on which the Church was 
built, and that shall last through time 
into eternity—‘ the gates of hell shall 

not prevail against it.” 
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Wherever persons with this faith are 
assembled, there is the church. The 
word church (ecclesia) means assembly 
of the faithful. There may be a 
“church” of those who have no faith 
in Christ, but the “Church” to which 
our Lord referred is composed of those 
who make the same confessivun of faith 
that Peter so simply and sublimely ex- 
pressed in these words. Peter had re- 
ceived the gift of faith, not revealed to 
him by flesh and blood, but by the Fa- 
ther in Heaven, and this gift is bestowed 
on the members of the Church who 
make the same confession. Individual 
members compose the Church. The 
Roman Catholics have been taught to 
believe that Peter is the rock or founda- 
tion of the Church. Christians very 
appropriately rest upon Christ as their 
Rock. Roman Catholics have been 
taught to believe in the mediatorship of 
the Virgin Mary and the saints ; Christ- 
ians have Christ alone as their Media- 
tor ; and he is ever living to make in- 
tercession for them. 

The power of binding and loosing 
was given to the Apostles, as the found- 
ers of the Church—t Whosesoever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them, 
and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained,(John, xx., 23.)—and not to Pe- 
ter alone. It is vain, then, for the 
Church of Rome to delude the people 
into believing that this power was vested 
solely in Peter, and that he transmitted 
it to his so-called successors. Peter 
himself disclaimed all priestly or lordly 
pretensions when he said to Cornelius, 
who knelt before him: “Stand up, for I 
myself also am a man.” (Acts, x., 26.) 

Have we any reason to suppose that 
the Apostles erected a distinct tribunal 
of private confession and absolution, 
and forced every man, woman and child 


to confess tothem? With the Scripture 
record before usthe idea is absurd. Did 
Peter in his sermon to the multitude 
tell them to goto John and James and 
the brethren for the pardon of their sins? 
No, they were to go toGodalone. After 
they had joined the body of believers, 
if they fell into sin, they could be re- 
stored to their standing in the Church 
on showing satisfactory evidence of 
their reformation. This power was ex- 
ercised by the Apostles before the as- 
sembled Church. Paul says (I. Timo- 
thy, v., 20.) “Them that sin, rebuke 
before all, that others may fear.” —_Pri- 
vate confession was first established at 
the Fourth Lateran Council, in 121s. 
If the ear of God can be reached only 
through the aid of a priest, what can be- 
come of the poor penitent who may not 
have access to any priest? The ship- 
wrecked sailor alone on the deep; the 
miner buried in the bowels of the 
earth ; the one perishing in a burning 
building—can they not cry, “God be 
mercifulto me a sinner?” ‘The ear of 
God is ever open to all such cries 
While they are yet calling.* he will an- 
swer. Then there are cases where a 
priest cannot grant absolution. “One 
such isfresh in my memory,” said the 
preacher. “ During the first year of my 
priesthood in Chicago, a woman came 
to confession to mewho had not been 
to a priest for twenty years. She had 
been guilty of many and great crimes, 
the whole black catalogue of which she 
confessed to me. As she would not 
comply with the imposed conditions, 
I was obliged to refuse her absolution. 
In atone of utter despair shesaid: ‘ Oh, 
if you do not forgive me my sins, what 
shall I do? I have been afraid to goto 
confession these many years, and now 
when I come, after such a desperate 








358 The Converted Catholic. 


struggle with myself, must I go away 
without being forgiven? If you donot for- 
give me I have no one to go to but the 
great God. Surely, he will forgive me 
for I am truly sorry for all my sins 
against him.” 

The doctrine and practices of the 
Church of Rome are cruel in the ex- 
treme, when it is taught that the power 
of the “Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven,” to which our Lord referred, 
is held by the priests. The keys of the 
kingdom of Heaven is the knowledge 
of the Scriptures, and these are given 
to all believers, By the knowledge of 
the Scriptures we have access to the 
kingdom of Heaven; without them we 
could not know what God has done for 
us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

At the close of the sermon Father 
O’Connor referred to the attempt to 
disturb the congregation the previous 
Sunday as the most serious that ever 
occurred at his meetings. 

He could not charge this outrage on 
the Catholics who came to hear him, or 
on any particular person. The attempt 
was so far successful that, as the congre- 
gation could see, comparatively few per- 
sons attended. He had called on the 
trustees of the hall to investigate the 
matter. He could not hold a congre- 
gation together in a place where they 
were liable at any moment to be dis- 
turbed by a pistol shot. The gravity 
of the situation could not be overesti- 
mated. ‘The officials of the Temple 
promptly called on the police to make 
an investigation. So far, no clue had 
been obtained as to the perpetrators 
of the outrage, and it was doubtful if 
they would be discovered. Not only 
were the Roman Catholic authorities op- 
posed to this work, but Protestants who, 
for any cause, wish to stand well with 


Roman Catholics, are, if not openly 
hostile, more than indifferent. He 
could expect no sympathy from the 
Roman Catholic officials of New York, 
and past experience told him not to hope 
for any protection that could possibly 
be withheld by the police. Still he 
would go on with his work,trusting in the 
Lord and his providential care, and not 
in the arm of the flesh. Next time the 
Jesuitical faction should attack him 
personally, and not frighten the congre- 
gation. This would be moze manly; 
but honesty or manly conduct could 
never be expected from a Jesuit when 
dealing with an opponent. They might 
as well take his life, however, as frighten 
his congregation to stay away from the 
meetings. 

Mr. J. W. Stevens, a business man 
who had much experience in Christian 
work in New York, also addressed the 
congregation on this occasion, and on 
Sunday, Nov.21. He said this Reformed 
Catholic work was one of the most im- 
portant in the city. There were more 
Roman Catholics in New York than in 
any city in the world. Surely a work 
that tries to reach them with the Gos- 
pel and bring them into line with Amer- 
ican Christianity should be encouraged. 
Aman like Brother O'Connor, who was 
doing the work and had such a meas- 
ure of success, should not be asked to 
turn aside from it to beg money to 
meet the expenses. When the nature 
of the work is known and the methods 
pursued in conducting it commend 
themselves to Christians of all denomi- 
nations who from time to time attend 
the services, the needed financial sup- 
port should be readily given. He un- 
derstood that Brother O’Connor had 
never personally solicited contributions 
from wealthy persons in New York, 
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He should not be asked to begin now, 
but friends of this movement should do 
that part of the work. It would be im- 
possible to continue it unless they re- 
lieved him from the financial burden he 
had been carrying for more than seven 
years. Christian in America 
should help the work and become co- 
workers with God in a movement that 
should be extended to every city in the 
United States. A converted Catholic 
preacher would do more good in throw- 
ing light on the methods of the Roman 
Church in our chief cities, and in con- 
verting the Romanists, than any other 
agency could accomplish. Let a cen- 
tral work in New York be adequately 
sustained and in time active branches 
would be established in other cities. 

At a conference after the service it 
was resolved to hold several week day 
meetings during the next month, when 
an effort will be made to form a “Con- 
verted Catholic Missionary Society” to 
extend this work. 

Sunday, November 28th, Rev. Jus- 
tin D. Fulton, of Brooklyn, preached to 
a very large audience. A great many 
Catholics were present, and listened 
with delight to this silver-tongued ora- 
tor. Father O’Connor said at the 
close of the service that he wished 
all the priests in the city could be pres- 
ent to hear Dr. Fulton’s discourse on 
“Why Priests should Wed.” If priests 
were married like other men there 
would not be so many scandals in the 
Church of Rome. But the Catholic 
people think it would not be safe to go 
to confession to them if they were mar 
ried—they might tell their wives! The 
full text of Dr. Fulton’s discourse is 
published in the December //omiletic 
Review. Father Chiniquy’s book, “ The 
Priest, the Woman and the Confession- 


al,” deals exhaustively with this un- 
savory subject. 


Every 
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CONVERTS FROM ROME. 


Our converted Catholic correspond- 
ent, Miss M. A. C., writes from Brook- 
field, Prince Edward Island, November 
1st, 1886: 

I have been visiting a convert from 
Rome, Mrs B., and gave her your “ Let- 
ters to Cardinal McCloskey,” and some 
copies of THE ConverRTED CATHOLIC, 
She is greatly pleased with them, and is 
trying to get her sister to read them. 


A Baptist missionary in Buenos 
Ayres, Mr. P. Besson, communicates 
the following in Z’ Echo de la Verite for 
August, 1886: 


“Mr. Castar-Miranda, a Baptist con- 
vert from Spain, lately arrived in Bue- 
nos Ayres. His history bore the best 
of testimony to his character. A priest 
more than thirty years, canon, and 
treasurer of the curacy, Mr. Miranda 
set himself to study the Scriptures. 
Then he sought an interview with the 
English missionary. He was convinced 
of the errors of the Romish church in 
regard tothe Virgin Mary, confession, 
and the doctrine of the real presence, 
After having had several discussions 
with his colleagues, he was summoned 
before the archbishop, who treated him 
at first as if he were a fool, but ended 
by offering him a more advantageous 
position. Mr. Miranda declined it, 
saying, ‘If I remain with you I shall 
be lost.’ On account of his love for the 
truth, he relinquished all the emolu- 
ments of his parish. He was persecuted 
by the higher clergy as a thief and a 
scoundrel. He was thrown into prison, 
where he remained four months, when he 
was tried and acquitted of crime by the 
Civil Tribunal, and the curacy wascom- 
pelled to pay the costs, For a long 
time a price was set upon his head, and 
it is notorious that in Spaina stroke bya 
dagger is not deemed a sin. To all 
these indignities must be added the 
sufferings of his family, hunger, loss of 
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character, the trials and fatigues of a 
missionary lite of four years in his own 
country without support, and it will be 
seen how our brother Miranda’s faith 
was tried and made strong. He has 
emigrated to South America, and the 
Spanish people in Buenos Ayres attend 
his services in great numbers. 

A BROTHER 
CONVERTED. 


THREE SISTERS AND 


I wish to speak of the triumphant 
Christian 
Many years ago, 


death of a nolle sister 1p 
Brooklyn last week. 
when she resided in 


young, Bos:on, 


with her parents and two sisters. They 


were all Roman Catholics, and the 
daughters were carefully trained in the 
Convent schools, and taught to regard 
with suspicion and dislike those who 
were not of their faith, Prompted by 
curiosity, one of them went into a noon- 
day prayer meeting conducted by holy 
women. She was charmed by the sim 
plicity of the services, the fervency of 
the prayers, and the spiritual character 
of the singing. After the meeting closed, 
she was cordially taken by the hand, 
invited to come again. and a tract giv- 
enher “forthe sake of Jesus.” The 
tract was one for the impenitent, and 
was carefully concea.ed until within the 
seclusion of herroom. ‘There she read 
it, and was immediately convicted of 
sin. The next day she was again at the 


meeting. and asceker after Jesus at the 


altar. She went home rejoicing to tell 
her sisters of her new found joy. ‘They 
also were Jed to goto the meeting, and 


soon all three were rejoicing together 
in Christ. 
shelter, but they were promptly supplied 


Their parents refused them 


and employment 
An 


only brother, an officer on a merchant- 


with good homes 


amongst their new found triends. 
returned home for a short 


man, soon 
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He was informed of the conver- 
sion of his sisters, and told to shun 
them. Hecould not bear the idea of 
returning to the vessel without seeing 
his sisters whom he always loved so 
dearly. He saw them, but returned 
to the vessel a “child of the King.” 
They, whose love was strong enough to 
enable them to forsake father and moth- 
er and home and possessions for Christ’s 
sake, were made instrumental 
ning their brother to Jesus. That was 
last voyage, for the vessel was 
wrecked, and was—not lost—but 
went to see the “ King in his beauty.” 
The father, being wealthy, was led, by 


stay. 


in win- 


his 


he 


the cunning of Jesuitical sophistry, to 
give every penny of his fortune to his 
church, leaving his widow to be cared 
for by the daug ters, who were happily 
married, and glal to have their mother 
rith them. have lived 
to a ripe old age, and have seen child- 


Those sisters 


ren and grandchildren grow up to blos- 
som into Christian love. C. W. M. 
New York, October, 1886. 





“The Converted Catholic” and “ The 
Catholic Review.” 


The following letter by Mr. Louis B. 
Binnse, one ot the most active lay Je- 
suits of New York, appeared in 7Z%e 
Catholic Review, Novem\jer 27, 1886: 
7é the Editor of Lhe Catholic Review: 

There is edited and pubiished at No. 
60 Bible House, by JAMes A. O’Con- 
NOR, an apostate Catholic, (said to bea 
pr-estja monthly entitled THr CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC, which is fu'l of the vilest 
attacks on the Catholic fath. In last 
March’s number (p. 82), under the head- 
ing, “ THE CONVERTED CarHo.uic and 
the House of Retuge,” in commenting 
upon a former statement of Zhe Catho- 
lic Review, “ thatone of the teichers 
of the Re.uge aggressively and osten- 
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tatiously distributes to the Catholic 
boys the writings of apostate priests,” 
the editor says : 

‘* The writings of apostate priests means” 
Tae Convertep CaTHOLIc, wiich is taken 
by the Honse of Refuge and paid for the 
same as 7'he Catholic Review is paid for. No 
teacher circulates it, as fur as we know, but 
itis left inthe reading room fvr all to read. We 
are confident the Catholic boys will be ben- 
efited by the reading.’ 

Italics are mine. This “ apostate” 
editor publishes, besides his monthly, 
other matter of the same character. I 
have before me two leaflets which I 
have been assured were picked up at 
the House of Refuge, and that plenty 
more are to be had there. Oneis the 
“Crucified Jesus and the Penitent 
Thief,” by Father Chiniquy, and the 
other is “the Portrait of Mary in 
Heaven, drawn from Holy Scripture,” 
being a correspondence which took 
place in the Sixteenth century “ be- 
tween a young mother abbessand an il 
lustrious painter,” in which it is sought 
to show that, according to Matt. xiii, 
Jesus had at that period four brothers 
and some sisters. have also a eopy 
of “ Good Tidings Service for Sunday 
schools of the Afethodist Episcopal 
Church throughout the world, to be 
used on Good Tidings day, Sunday, 
October 18, 1885,” which I am reliably 
informed was, and probably is still in 
use, in the House of Refuge. 

I a'llow myself to ask the Superin- 
tendent, and in particular the two Cath- 
olic Managers, Nathaniel Jarvis, Jr., 
and ex-Judge Henry Alker, why is such 
a monthly as THE CONVERTED CarHo- 
Lic subscribed for ; how does it happen 
that leaflets, such as the two described 
above, are, as I amto!d, accessible to 
the boys in the House of Refuge ? They 
must be intended for the use of Catholic 
boys, for it is not to be supposed that 
the officers of the institution need such 
reading for their instruction an: enter- 
tainment, and they ought to understand 
what a suspicion is thrown thereby on 
their many and loud professions of wa- 
sectarian management. B. 


To all of which we shall give a fitting 
reply in our next issue. 
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Converted Ecclesiastics. 





We have given the hand of fellow- 
ship to many priests and students, and 
cordially welcomed them out of the 
Roman Catholic Church during the 
last seven years. Some are now pas- 
tors in various denominations—Rev. 
James McNamee, whocame to us from 
a seminary in France, is now pastor of a 
Baptist church in Minnesota; Rev. D. 
F. McFaul, who was a Roman Catho- 
lic priest in Maine until he came to us 
in 1881, is now pastor of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in Leipsic, Del- 
Mr. had 
been with us until a year ago when he 
entered Uuiversity; Rev. 
Frank E. Kavanagh who entered Prince- 
ton Seminary after he had labored in 


aware ; Francis Waldron 


Rochester 


this cause for more than a year, and 
others. 

The following le'ter from Mr. Le- 
veque, one of our most recent converts, 
whose testimony we published in our 
January issue (page 21), will be read 
with interest. Brother Leveque had 
been destined for the priesthood in 
France, but he chose teaching as his 
profession and has beenconnected with 
Mr. Charlier’s famous school in this city, 
and later as professor of mathematics 
and languages in Summit Academy, 
New Jersey. From there he went to Drew 
Seminary last September to prepare for 
the ministry. We ask the prayers of 
our reacers for the conversion of more 
Catholics like these brethern. Brother 
Leveque’s letter will be read with in- 
terest. 

Drew THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
Mapison, N. J., November 11, 1886. 

Dear BrorHer O’ConNor.—Please 
excuse me for not having written be- 
fore now ; my studies did not allow it. 
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I have not forgotten what I owe you 
for the Christian enfranchisement I re- 
ceived at your church services. During 
five years, I had tried very hard to part 
with Romanism, whose inconsistencies 
had completely disgusted me, but I did 
not know how to get out of it. I was 
placed in this dilemma: either to be- 
come an infidel, or to remain a Roman 
Catholic and renounce my reason, 
which I could not do, and never will 
do. Though I did not understand 
much English, | caught enough of your 
sermons to be convinced, and on the 
second Sunday I made the definite 
step. This event will be always the 
greatest in my life, because by it [ broke 
the chains of bondage which held me 
enslaved to the Church of Rome. It 
was by your preaching that all my doubts 
were removed, and I found peace, rest, 
and liberty, in our only Mediator, Jesus 
Christ. 

Last. week J received a letter from 
my brother, who told me that he did 
not believe in revelation, etc. This is 
how I answered him: “ Dear Brother : 
I am glad to hear that you are well 
but am sorry to learn that you are an in- 
fidel. I am not surprised, because it is 
the case with every intelligent Roman 
Catholic ; you know that is the case in 
France ; those who are not fanatics are in- 
fidels ; the former are the ignorant, and 
the latter the best educated people. You 
do not believe in revelation, but I pre- 
sume you believe in God, who is of in- 
finite wisdom, power and goodness, and 
you must admit that he can reveal him- 
self to his creatures in any manner he 
pleases. He would be a very unnatural 
Father if he would not speak to his 
children. I believe in revelation, be- 
cause of the many prophecies which 
were literally fulfilled hundreds of years 
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after they were prophesied. Read the 
passages to which I refer you about 
Nineveh, (Nahum, the whole book), 
those referring to Babylon in Psalms 
137-8; Isaiah 13: 18-22; Luke 18, 
44. will tell you about the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem. ‘The birth, life and 
death of Christ were also prophesied 
in Isaiah, 53, 48, 3; Hosea, 6:2; 
Zachariah,g:9 These are only a few 
of the great number. Read the history 
of the world, and see if anything has 
not happened just as it was prophesied. 
It is history—nobody can deny it. 

You say also that “Christ was not 
the Messiah, because he could not save 
himself from the Jews.” Do you not 
know that if he had done so, the world 
would not have been saved, and that it 
was his very mission to die on the cross ? 
that he was sent from his Father just 
for that purpose? He did not come 
down from the cross but he did_ better 
—he rose from death as prophesied. 
These are enough proofs for an_intelli- 
gent man, wé//ing to know the truth 
and to employ his reason, which Roman 
Catholics do not. 

Your thankful brother, 

T. LEVEQUE. 





Four More Priests Happily Mar- 
ried. 





There are now three Franciscan 
priests in New York city who are mar- 
ried, and there were four until a few 
months ago. Theyare Rev. Constan- 
tine Stauder, an ex-Franciscan and now 
Italian Episcopalian missionary of New 
York and pastor of the Church of San 
Salvatore, in Mulberry street ; Mr. Ed- 
ward Agudi, an ex-Franciscan priest, 
he now keeps the Central Hotel, at the 
corner of Elm and Canalstreets. Fathers 
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Constantine and Edward were formerly 
stationed at St. Anthony’s Franciscan 
Church, No. 106 Sullivan street. Father 
William Reichmayer is the third. He 
was attached to St Francis’ Church, 
No. 135 West Thirty-first street. A 
year ago he was ordered to St. Pat- 
rick’s Franciscan Church at Buffalo, 
but he married a young widow, Mary 
Conrad, and is now in_ business 
at the corner of Rivington and Attor- 
ney streets. 

The latest to get married was Father 
Acadius Mogyorosi. He is about 35 
years old, was born in Hungary, and 
at an early ag» entered the Franciscan 


Order. He is a very tall, handsome 
man and a brilliant scholar. He ex- 
cels especially as a linguist. Father 


Mogyorosi came to this country in 1878. 
He was made professor of Dogmatic 
Theology, Sacred Scripture and He- 
bré¢_; at St. Bonaventure’s Franciscan 
College, Allegany, N. Y. During the 
last five years he has been guardian of 
the institution. It is unusual to give 
two important offices to the same indi- 
vidual, put an exception was made in 
the case of Father Mogyorosi. His 
actions sometimes caused his friends 
to think he was not sound in Catholic 
doctrine, but he was no hypocrite. He 
did not conceal his contempt for the 
monastic orders and his opposition to 
the celibacy of the priesthood. He 
took an important jart in the anti- 
Jewish crusade in Hungary as well as 
in America. His antipathy to every- 
thing Jewish led him so far that he 
was considered a firm believer in the 
divinity of Christ. His moral conduct 
was above reproach; but his liberal 
views made his friends fear that the 
step he has now taken was not far off. 
There are the most convincing proofs 


363 


that he has left the priesthood and 
taken to himself a wife. At the close 
of the scholastic year he left St, Bona- 
venture’s College, ostensibly to return 
to Hungary. He was to sail with Fa- 
ther Theophilus Pospisilik, ex-Provin- 
cial of the Franciscans, but Father 
Pospisilik had to go alone. Father 
Mogyorosi came to New York and was 
married. From a wedding card that 
was received by a friend of his, he will 
in future make Boston his home. This 
card read: 

Mr. AND Mrs. A. J. MocGyoros!, 

At Home, 

After Oct. 1. Boston, Mass. 

The lady was Miss Edith E. Clare, 
who lived with her mother at 23 Prince 
street, Newark, N. J., and used to be 
employed in the Probate Court in Bos- 
ton.— Mew York Mail and Express, 
Oct. 27, 1886. 





Marriage of a Nun. 





In the October issue of THe Con- 
VERTED CaTHOLIC (page 296), we pub- 
lished an interesting item of news 
relating to a young farmer and a pretty 
nun who fell in love and were married. 
Their good example has been followed 
by others, we doubt not, forthe marri- 
age of one nun invariably leads to an 
uncontrollable desire for the joys of 
matrimony among her associates. But 
as they naturally shrink from publicity 
regarding such an interesting event, it 
is seldom that the knowledge of it leaks 
out. Such marriages, however, are be- 
coming so numerous that they cannot 
be kept secret from the ubiquitous re- 
porter. 


The latest that has come to our 
knowledge is the following, which ap- 
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peared in the Mew York Herald, Nov- 
ember 8th, under the heading : 

“A Pretry NuN FLEES FROM A Con- 
VENT AND IS WEDDED TO HER 
LOVER.” 

Orrawa, Ont., Nov. 7, 1886.—The 
announcement is just made that a short 
time since a charming youngnun known 
as Sister Colombe, who with four other 
nuns, was in charge of a Catholic insti- 
tution at Temiscainingue, had suddenly 
taken her depariure for Ottawa, where 
she was married to a young man named 
Laferriere. It appears that Laferricre 
was in the habit of frequently visiting 
the institution in which Sister Colomle 
lived, ostensibly to see a young servant 
employed there, to whom he appeared 
to be paying great attention. Subse- 
quent events have proved that the young 
woman in question was a party to the 
plot, as the correspondence between 
Laferriere and Sister Colombe passed 
through her hands. The parish priest's 
surprise can well be imagined when in- 
formed on arising in the morning that 
the pretty sister had left the insutution 
and gone to her parents in Ottawa, to 
which point she was followed by Lafer- 
riere, who marrie | her here privately. 

Previous to her marraige Arch\ishop 
Duhamel, on hearing of her arrival, 
wrote to her, asking her to call at his 
palace, but inreply she wrote that if 
his Grace wanted to see her he would 
find her with her friends. Additional 
interest has been given to the romance 
by two of her sisters, who had also tak- 
en the veil, leaving the convent and re- 
turning to the world. 


Another Nun Leaves the Convent. 





Our Catholic friends may well ex- 
claim, “ What is the world coming to! 
Another nun leaving the convent!” 
Yes, indeed, and her example will be 
followed by many others until all the 
good-looking nuns are free. The New 
York //ferald, Nov. 23, 1886, has the 
following : 
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One of the handsomest young women 
who have renounced the pomp and van- 
ity of this wicked world to become a 
nun was Mary Hunt. A beautiful girl, 
of petite, but perfect form, regular fea- 
tures, dimpled red cheeks, rosy lips, dark 
brown expressive eyes, skin white and 
clear and teeth like rows of pearls. She 
was intelligent, vivacious and had a host 
of devoted admirers even in girlhood. 
But a year ago she suddenly resolved to 
take the veil, and she entered the con- 
vent in Jersey City. The title of Sister 
Mary Frances was the name selected 
by her. 

A few weeks ago John O’Donnell, an 
uncle of Sister Mary Frances, died in 
Hoboken, leaving his estate to be divi- 
ded equally between his three nieces. 
She is one of the heiresses. The value 
of the property is variously estimated at 
from $15,000 to $50,000. It was short- 
ly after she ascertained that she was en- 
titied to this legacy that she began to 
long to return the world. It is also whis- 
per that prior toentering the religious life 
she had an attachment for a young man 
and the affection for him had not di- 
minisiied during her stay in the convent. 
She left the convent last Wednesday, 
and is now stopping with a relative on 
Fourth street, Jersey City. 





New York, November 20, 1886. 

DEAR FATHER O’Connor.—As you 
know, my friends have often called me 
one of your converts, because I was 
converted at one of your meetings ; but 
I always tell them that I am the Lord’s 
convert ; for whatever change for the 
better has come in my life has been, 
not my doing or your doing, but the 
work of God. To him I give all the 
glory and praise of my soul. Yet I 
think it is only right that I should also 
thank you for being God’s agent in the 
work. May you be the means of lead- 
ing many other Catholics to know our 
Saviour Jesus Christ as their friend, as 
you did in my case. Yours respectfully, 
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Sad End of Monsignor Capel. 





In the issue of THe CoNveRTED 
Caruotic for February, 1885, we pub- 
lished an article on Monsignor Capel, 
which gave an accurate description and 
true estimate of the man. Last July 
we informed our readers that Capel was 
then at Arno, Cal., nominally tutor to a 
youth named Valensin, but in reality 
general manager of the estate and per- 
son of the lad’s mother, who was sepa- 
rated from her husband—a veritable 
“grass widow.” 


The sequel is told in dispatches from 
California to the daily papers, begin- 
ning in the early partof October, and 
running the course of the usual “nine 
day’s wonder.” We can only give the 
headings of these dispatches. The first 
that came under our notice, dated Oc- 


tober 4, 1886, had in large letters: 


‘ MONSIGNOR CAPEL’s DOWNFALL !” 


‘Then followed “ The Capel Scandal,” 
dated October 6, Another paper had it, 
“ A Churchman’s Fall—Capel in Dis- 
grace ; another, “Sad Stories about Ca- 
pel ;” and yet another,“ Capel and Mrs. 
Valensin—The Husband makes Seri- 
ous Charges—Mrs. Valensin asks for a 
Divorce and did not get it.” ‘These 
dispatches were printed in all the papers 
of the country, and therefore we need 
not refer to them further than to quote 
part of an interview with Count Valen- 
sin, the husband, that appeared in the 
New York World, October 9: 

At present the situation is this: Ca- 
pel, Mrs. Valensin, and young Valen- 
sin, are living alone at the ranch, with 
no otier company than the servants, 
though Mrs. Valensin’s mother, Mrs, 
McCauley, and her brother, were living 
there before Capel made his appear- 
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ance. When Valensin visited the ranch 
Capel kept out of the way. 

When asked by the reporter if the re- 
lations betweenMrs. Valensin and Mon- 
signor Capel were of an improper na- 
ture, Valensin said: 

“T cannot say that I know it of my 
own knowledge, but I am as certain of 
it as I can be of anything. Any man 
of common sense can judge ot the mat- 
ter for himself by looking at the existing 
state of affairs. I am thoroughly satis- 
fied that Capel has taken my place with 
Mrs. Valensin in everything but name.” 

When asked if he would sue for a di- 
vorce, Valensin said he did not want to 
get married again, and had his fill of 
the law courts. 


Other charges against this “ genteel 
converter” whose only “convert” in 
New York was Col. George Bliss, have 
found their way into the papers, such 
as his devotion tothe shrines of Bac- 
chus and Venus in New York, Cincin- 
nati, and other cities; that he made a 
present of handsome jewelry to a lady, 
for which he paid Mr. Tiffany with a 
thousand-dollar check received as ‘* Pe- 
ters Pence” from Mrs. R. B. Bowler, 
Jr., of Cincinnati, etc., ete. 


Capel has published a denial of some 
of these charges, but he acknowledges 
that he is living at the ranch near Arno 
with Mrs. Valensin, who is separated 
from her husband ; that he was offered 
“a tract of land to establish an agricul- 
tural college, and that proposals were 
made to sell 1,300 acres to form a col- 
ony. I entertained the scheme,” he 
goes on to say, “and this induced me 
to settle down here. Untortunately, liti- 
gation had separated the family and 
involved the property.” 


And that is the end of Capel. 
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A Night at the Vatican. 





Father Tom Maguire, the famous 
Irish controversialist, once paid a visit to 
the Pope. He was graciously received, 
as a matter of course, and although the 
day was Friday, his Holiness granted 
“an absolution from the fast.” He 
need hardly have done so on Father 
Tom's account, because, as_ his rever- 
ence remarked: “ There’s no fast on the 
dhrink anyhow—glory be to God !” 

Father Tom enlivened the dinner 
with many a racy joke and side-splitting 
story, but he found the Pope’s wines, 
including the “ Lachrymachrystal”  it- 
self, very poor and very cold drinking 
compared with the whisky of his native 
land—which was all the better, or 
thought to be, because it was illicitly 
distilled and had never seen, as the 
saying goes, “the face of a gauger.” So 
he quietly hinted his wish for some 
“hot water and sugar with a glass of 
spirits through it.” 

“’Pon my conscience then,” said the 
Pope (we quote the narrator of the 
evening’s proceedings): “I’m very 
sorry indeed, Mr. Maguire, that it is 
not in my power to please you. I’m 
sure there is not as much whisky in 
Rome this blessed minute as would 
blind the eye of a midge.” This was 
eno.gn for Father Tom who had come 
provided with what he himself termed 
“a small taste of the real stuff,” and 
thereupon hauled out of each coatpocket 
a well-filled imperial quart bottle. 
After a passing show of annoyance at 
the liberty taken by the great cham- 
pion of Rome, the Pope remarked: 
“Well, as the liquor is here, let it 
stay.” Thereupon his reverence drew 
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the cork and his Holiness taking up 
the bottle, put it to his blessed nose. 

“ At the very first sniff he got of it,” 
continues the narrative, ‘‘the dear man 
raised his eyes to heaven, and saying: 
‘O, holy mother! but it has the di- 
vine smell!’ crossed himself and the 
bottle half a dozen times running.” 

“Put in the spirits first,” says his rev- 
erence, “then putin the sugar, and re- 
member that every drop of water you 
put in after that spoils the punch.” 

“Glory be to God!” says the Pope, 
not minding a word Father Tom was 
saying: “Glory be to God!” says he, 
smacking his lips, ‘ I never knew what 
drink was before! It beats the ‘Lachry- 
machrystal’ out of the face. It’s nectar 
itself, so it is,’ said he, and he wiped his 
apostolical mouth on the cuff of his coat. 

While discussing this captivating bev- 
erage, the host and his guest touched 
upon several points of doctrine interest- 
ing to Protestants and Catholics alike. 
With regard to the interpretation of the 
Fathers of the Church, Father Tom 
would have them always treated to “a 
handsome allowance of tropes and fig- 
ures,” which treatment was approved by 
his Holiness, because, as he observed, 
“the figures of speech are the pillars of 
the church.” 

They talked, too, about the good old 
times in the old country when the land 
was dotted over with classical semina- 
ries vulgarly known as “hedge schools,” 
to which bare-headed, bare-legged and 
ragged children scampered every morn- 
ing, each carrying a sod of turf for the 
fire and a little bundle of straw fora 
seat ; and they agreed that the old plan 
and the old principles were best, for the 
very good reason that, as Father Tom’s 
Irish Bishop always held: “ Ignorance 
is the true mother of piety.” 
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Father Tom also told his Holiness, 
in Latin (which we cannot attempt 
to translate) why Julius Czsar and the 
Virgin Mary were born on the same 
day. After several potations of whisky 
punch, his reverence said: “ Your Ho. 
liness will please order up the house- 
keeper with a pint of sweet milk in a 
skillet, the bulk of her fist of butter, 
and a dust of soft sugar in a saucer,”— 
the ingredients required for another se- 
ductive Irish beverage. The Pope or- 
dered up the ingredients, which were 
brought in by the head butler, but 
Father Tom insisted that the house- 
keeper herself should come to stir the 
contents of the skillet with her little 
finger. The head butler was given pri- 
vate instructions, and, as the narrative 
states, ‘“‘an old dame entered who was 
ugly enough to frighten a horse from 
his oats.” But his reverence would not 
be imposed upon. “Don’t try to de- 
ceive me,” said he; ‘send for the 
housekeeper: I saw her preserving 
gooseberries in the pantry as I camein. 
She has eyes as black as a sloe, and 
cheeks like the rose in June, and she 
must stir this celestial mixture with 
her own delicate little finger.” The 
Pope objected for a long time, but 
finally consented that Eliza should 
come. ‘She entered the dining-room 
of the Vatican,” continues the narra- 
tor, “with an apron thrown over her 
head, blushing like the break of day, 
and the tip of her chin, with a lovely 
dimple in it, could just be seen.” The 
Pope, in a stern tone of voice, bade her 
to stir the posset as she was directed, 
and then be off with herself. Eliza pro- 
voked so many compliments from Fa- 
ther Tom, and engrossed so much of 
his attention, that the Pope became 
both jealous and angry. All at once 
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his reverence jumped to his feet, ex- 
claiming: “ Holy Virgin! look behind 
you. your Holiness. I’m blest but the 
room’s on fire!” ‘And now,” says the 
narrator, “I have to tell you of a really 
unpleasant occurrence. While the 
Pope’s back was turned, Father Tom 
made free with the two lips of Miss 
Eliza ; but, upon my conscience, I be" 
lieve it was a mere mistake that his Ho- 
liness fell intoon account of his being 
an old man and not having either his 
eyesight or his hearing very perfect.” 
But the Pope charged his reverence 
with the offence plain and plump: 

“ You villain !” says he, “ to kiss my 
housekeeper before my very face! 
Away with you. It’s not safe to have 
the like of you in a house, where there’s 
temptation in the way.” 

“Your Holiness,” said Father Tom, 
“T did no such thing.” 

“Would you have me doubt the evi- 
dence of my senses?” said the Pope; 
“would you have me doubt the testi- 
mony of my eyes and ears ?” 

“Indeed I would so,” replied his 
reverence, “it they pretend to have in- 
formed your Holiness of any such fool- 
ishness.” : 

“Why,” said the Pope, “I’ve seen 
you after kissing Eliza as plain as I see 
the nose on your face; I heard the 


smack you gave her as plain as ever I 
heard thunder.” 





“ Father Tom and the Pope,” an ably 
written and illustrated little book of 96 
pages, has provoked more ringing 
laughter than any other of a like kind 
with which we are acquainted. It con- 
tains many capital illustrations on some 
controverted doctrines, and the happy 
vein in which it is written will amply 
repay the time spent in its perusal. Pub- 
lished by Peterson Bros., Phila., Pa. 

It can be had at the office of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. Price 50 cents. 
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Appreciative and Encouraging. 





The following appreciative letters are 
only two of many received during the 
last month. Indeed, scarely a letter 
comes to our office that does not bring 
a hearty “ God bless you” and prayer 
for perseverance inthe good cause. We 
thank our heavenly Father for this ap- 
proval of our efforts, and we pray him 
to bless abundantly all oursympathizers. 

YPSILANTI, MIcuH., Nov. 10, 1886. 

Deak CHRISTIAN BROTHER.—I read 
your magazine as it makes its monthly 
visit, and it serves to keep up my in- 
terest 1n you and the work to which you 
have consecrated your heart, your intel- 
lectand your life. I feel that the strug 
gle to keep your rather peculiar work 
in progress must be a sore strain on 
your patience as well as yonr faith. But 
courage, dear brother ; do not get dis. 
heartened; you are working for the 
Master, and I believe he will provide 
for his own work. I very often think 
of you, and often my heart is greatly 
drawn out in prayer for you personally. 
The course you are pursuing is doubt- 
less harder than that of other con- 
verted Catholics who have joined Prot- 
estant churches and 
pastors in the same. Of course that 
must take out of the work to 
which you have devoted yourself. I think 
the course you have taken, though it 


become settled 


them 


may bring many a sharp struggle as to 
ways and means, is the right one, if you 
wish toreach Catholic hearts and show 
them the true way to God, through 
Christ our only Mediator. May he bless 
your labor of love toward your “ breth- 
ren in the flesh,” and may a multitude 
of precious souls be saved through your 


instrumentality. 
Mrs. G. W. L. 
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Newtown, Mass., Nov. 6, 1886. 
Rev. James A. O'CONNOR: 

Dear Sir.—Enclosed please find one 
dollar, for ten extra copies of the No- 
vember number of THE CONVERTED 
Caruo.ic. It contains so many items 
of importance that I want to send it to 
many friends. 

Bishop Coxe’sarticle is very bold and 
timely. A relative of mine, who is very 
outspoken, in writing to me, says: “I 
read with intense interest the articles 
in the last ConverTED CatrHotic. That 
of Bishop Coxe is significant and hope- 
ful. Ifthe Catholics will take up the 
war cry against the Jesuits, the Protest- 
ant element in America will eagerly 
join them. Tne must be met 
sooner or later. ‘The protest must come 
The Jesuits 
will lay their plans so cunningly that 
before we know it their tools will be 
This article 
of Bishop Coxe should be publishedina 


issue 


from public sentiment. 


active forces in Congress. 


tract form, and sown broadcast.” 

I believe that where Romanists have 
secured political power, as is the case 
in our large cites, it is because Protest- 
ant Americans have not done their duty 
at the polls. But I am confident that 
progress in every form will be as a 
Juggernaut crushing out ignorance and 
superstition in its triumphal march. I 
send your magazine to friends in d fferent 
places, from Maine to California, thus 
I met Rev. 
Pierce Connelly years ago in Italy; he 

I shall read his 
With best wishes 
for your snecess in the great work you 


doing some mission work. 


was then well known. 
article with interest. 


have undertaken, I remain, yours re- 


spectfully, 
M. S. 


Please renew your subscription for 1887. 

















Is Romanism to Rule America? 


Romanism is decaying in Europe. 
America is its last remaining hope, and 
here it is gaining in numbers and power. 
Will it become so strong that it will be 
the ruling power in the United States ? 
The astute and tireless agents of the 
Pope answer, Yes, and put forth all 
their energies to accomplish their de- 
signs. The American Protestants say 
No, but make little or no effort tu. op- 
pose the threatened domination. Mon- 
signor Straniero, the Papal Ablegate 
who brought the beretta to Cardinal 
Gibbons last summer, has just returned 
to Italy to report to the Pope the state 
of his church in this country. In a 
communication that appeared in the 
New York Zimes, November 12, (the 
day before he sailed), he said: 

“T have spent the last four months 
in traveling through this country. I 
had been in all the principal countries 
of Europe, and believed that nothing 
could astonish me. I acknowledge now 
that there is only one really great coun- 
try—the United States. And great as 
your country is at present, I see that 
there is a future before it such asnever 
existed in the world. Your career is 
only just begun, and I was rejoiced to 
see everywhere I went that the Holy 
Catholic Church has influence, not 
only among her own members, but 
among Protestants. 

“Everywhere I went the hospitalities 
given to me were boundless, and it 
seemed as if people could not do enough 
to make my journey pleasant and _prof- 
itable—1 mean, of course, profitable 
mentally and spiritually. Boston im- 
pressed me greatly as an intellectual 
capital. History had informed me 
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that Boston was the center where Prot- 
estant teachings flourished. It seems 
to me that Catholicity now has the lead 
there, and that in the future it will be 
even more powerful than now. 


“Of the wonderful prosperity and 
what I believe to be the destiny of 
America I have already spoken. Amid 
all, it seems to me that the ‘signs of the 
times’ point with an unerring hand to 
the prevalence of Catholicity. I had 
expected to meet with prejudice where- 
ever I went because I was a Catholic 
priest. On the contrary, 
intelligent people of all sects acknowl- 
edged that, if Christianity and the in- 
stitutions, which 
Christianity has created, are to be main- 
tained it must be by the influence of 
the Catholic Church. Many of the 
Protestant sects are rapidly reapproach- 
ing Catholicity—more rapidly, probably, 
than their leaders would be willing to 
own. 


I met none. 


the social relations 


** Rome will be my first destination in 
Europe. On the 25th of November I 
am to have an audience with the Pope, 
when I shall give him an account of 
my miss 

“The church in- Italy is laboring 
under many evils and great persecution. 
In America I see nothing but prosper- 
ity. 


is also her lustiest.” 


The youngest child of the church 


These are not the idle utterances of 
an irresponsible priest, or the vapor- 
ings of a wild Irishman like Bishop Ire- 
land, but the deliberate conclusions of 
a trained diplomatist who surveyed the 
field and observed the “ army of occu- 
pation ”—bishops, priests, monks and 
nuns—already at work. If Rome’s hopes 
are realized, American liberty will give 
place to spiritual bondage. 
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Criminal Blindness of American 
Christians. 





The University of Pennsylvania re- 
cently conferred the degree of LL. D. 
on Archbishop Ryan, of Philadelphia, 
and made him a member of the Board 
of Trustees. This has not passed with- 
out protest from the religious journals 
of that city, and their utterances on the 
subject are so timely, and so full of 
warning to all American Christians that 
we commend the following extracts to 
our readers: 

Those who conferred such honors 
cannot have reflected upon the attitude 
of the Papacy for centuries, and_ still, 
toward all that has contributed to the 
world’s enlightenment and progress. 
The reformation of the sixteenth cen- 
tury was the birth, for the modern 
world, of civil and religious liberty and 
a higher civilization. That wonderful 
spiritual and intellectual movement 
Rome sought to extinguish by fire and 
sword. The Bible is the fountain of 
pure morals, of the noblest intellectual 
activity, and of almost all the charity 
and ph.lanthrophy the world has ever 
known. Rome has hidden the Bible 
from her own people under pain of ex- 
communication and death, and William 
Tyndale, whose 350th anniversary was 
recently conmemozated, suffered death 
at her hands for giving that book in 
their own language to the English peo- 
ple. Nor has the spirit of Rome 
changed materially since those dark and 
bloody days. Her claim of infallibility 
forbids her to change. It binds her, 
logically, as with cords of steel, to the 
doctrines and the policy of former times. 
Is it for services to the cause of intel- 
lectual and religious freedom and_pro- 
gress that American colleges bestow 
distinguished honors on the chief ser- 
vants of the Papacy? 

And Zhe Christian Instructor says: 


The Roman Catholics are the most 
consistent and worldly-wise, and are 


gaining power and ascendancy simply 
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by the inconsistency and ignorance of 
the Protestant churches. They have 
their eye upon America, and are build- 
ing a great university at our national 
capital, to which they are evidently 
looking forward as the center of their 
power and the seat of their Pope. They 
will only need to wait a short time as 
things are now going. One of our lead- 
ing universaties, in order to profit by 
their coming ascendancy, has under 
advisement given an_ influential and 
honorable title to one of Rome’s Amer- 
ican Bishops, and a seat in their Board 
of Trustees. Unless there is given to 
the American churches a baptism of 
the Holy Spirit, and a revival from the 
presence of the Lord, how long can 
civil and religious liberty be enjoyed in 
this land, after the Bible is ejected from 
our schools, and the Christian Sabbath 
and the influences of Protestant Christ- 
ianity are permitted to pass away ? 


Rome Rewarding Perverts. 





Shortly after we completed our stud- 
ies for the priesthood in St. Mary’s Sem- 
inary, Baltimore, the Rev. Alfred A. 
Curtis, a young Episcopal minister, be- 
came a pervert to Romanism, and was 
ordained a priest in the seminary chapel. 
On Sunday, November 1 4th, he was con- 
secrated Bishop of Wilmington, Del. 
His predecesor in Wilmington was Bish- 
op Becker, who had also been a Protes- 
tant. Becker's brother became a priest, 
too, but he soon rebelled against the 
slavery of the system and is now the 
worthy father of a happy family in Penn- 
sylvania. Rome knows how to reward 
perverts to her creed. Bishop Gilmour, 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Cardinals Manning 
and Newman and many others now in 
high places were also Protestants. 
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REASONS FOR ABJURING AL- 
LEGIANCE TO THE SEE 
OF ROME. 





BY REV. PIERCE CONNELLY, A.M. 


(CONCLUDED) 


There is, blessed be God, still power 
for good in the Roman priesthood, and, 
in hundreds and hundreds of its mem- 
bers, there is a desire only for what is 
good. But great as may be the power 
of an individual priest for good, it is in- 
finitely greater for evil. Sincere as may 
be an individual priest’s desire for good 
in the great polity of which he is an 
agent, often a blind agent, the good it- 
self is always, and necessarily, a means 
of evil; nay, its chief value is as a means 
of multiplying evil. I have had exper- 
ience in the confessional, from princes 
downward, and out of it, such as per- 
haps has fallen to the lot of no other 
living man, and my solemn conviction 
is, that a celibate priesthood, organized 
like that of Rome, is in irreconcilable 
hostility with all great human interests. 

Go from one corner of the globe to 
the remotest opposite ; take the experi- 
ence of families in the highest or very 
lowest rank, of the most cultivated or 
the most barbarous nations ;—the same 
strange concord of result, wherever Pa- 
pal influence predoininates, shows a still 
more strange unity of purpose. 

Men may be kept like domesticated 
animals, as in Paraguay ; like savages, 
as in Ireland; or as in France, they 
may be cockered with every comfort 
and every luxury of material, zsthetic 
civilization ; they may be democrats, as 
in America, or democratic hatching ab- 
solutists anywhere; but no more in the 
land of Galileo than in the Rocky 
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Mountains, no more in Oxford than in 
Timbuctoo, are they left with the intel- 
lect untethered, or the moral sense at 
large; nowhere is individual or even 
universal conscience recognized as an 
authority, nowhere is a government of 
laws attempted or even possible ; no- 
where is sacredness of person any more 
respected than sacredness of soul. The 
liberty of common men—is the liberty 
of beasts within a park; the liberty of 
kings—a sort of game license from the 


“Supreme temporal Governor of 
Christendom.” 
Inborn reverence for man’s fellow- 


man or self-respect is incompatible 
with spiritual subjugation. And, while 
the most unnatural incest, committed 
with a dispensation, ceases to be sinful, 
the tie that binds a woman to her hus- 
band, a son or danghter to a parent, a 
mother, to her child, is venerated only 
according to a hostile priest’s notions 
of expediency. 

I have seen priests and bishops of 
the Church of Rome, their own convic- 
tions disregarded, and all responsibility 
to God and to society thrown off, in 
the instinct of hostility to man’s na- 
tural relationships (in spite, too, in one 
instance, of the private commands of 
the Pope himself,) I have seen them 
band together, for the mere sake of a 
legacy or a life interest, to break down 
laws which are looked upon, even by 
savages, as the most sacred of all, di- 
vine or human. I have known a hus- 
band taught and directed to deal double 
in the sacred matter of religion with his 
own high-born wife, a brother with his 
own high-born sisters, wives with their 
husbands, and daughters without num- 
ber with their trusting parents. I have 
known, in Derbyshire, a young lady not 
eighteen years of age, a daughter of a 
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widowed mother, the mother was alsoa 
Roman Catholic, seduced into a convent 
under false pretences, kept their in 
spite of every effort of her family, with 
the approbation of the Papal authorities 
and only delivered by my own public 
threat, as a priest, of application to the 
civil power and the consequent fear of 
scandal. I have seen clerical inviola- 
bility made to mean nothing less than 
license and impunity. I have read to 
the pure and simple-minded Cardinal 
Prefect of the Propaganda, Cardinal 
Fransoai, a narrative, written toa pious 
lay friend by a respected Roman priest, 
of such enormities of lusts in his tellow- 
priests around him, that the reading of 
them took away my breath—to be an- 
swered, “* Caro mio, I know it, I know 
it all, and more, and worse than all; 
but nothing can be done.” = 1 
known a priest (here 


have 
in England), 
practise Liguori on his clientele simply 
as anamateur of wickedness, apparent- 
ly without conscious malice, just as he 
would try posion upon dogs and cats ; 
an Jago, without even an imaginary 
wrong from anybody. I have known 
this creature get up, and very sucessfully 
a miracle—(I have proofs in his own 
handwriting)—at the very moment 
when, as a brother priest satisfied me, 
he was experimenting in seduction. 
{One of the means employed to bring 
the patient into proper train, was what 
is called the “ discipline," a whip or cat 
And 
I know of more than one instance of an 


with five tails, used most cruelly. 


English girl, of the higher classes, strip- 
ped naked and beaten, in an English 
fash'onable Convent boarding-school, 
and that only because she was what it is 
the glory of an English girl to be.] 

I have 
e 1 and honored at 


But nothing could be done! 
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a prince-bishop’s ‘table, when the host 
knew him to have seduced a member of 
his own family. But nothing could be 
I have been mocked with false 
promises by dean and bishop in de- 
nouncing a young priest in whose bed- 
room—and before there had been time 
for him to dress himself—in broad day, 
in England, under a convent roof, I had 
myself found a young nun, apparently 
as much at home as her confessor was 
himself. I have been forced to let pass 
without even ecclesiastical rebuke, a 
priest’s attemptupon the chastity of my 
own wife, the mother of my children, 
and to find instead, only sure means 
taken to prevent the communication to 
me of any similar attempt in future. 

This is a part of what has come with- 
in my own experience. But it is not 
yet the worst of that sad experience. 

I have seen priests of mean abilities, 
of coarse natures, and gross breeding, 
practise upon pure and highly gifted 
women of the upper ranks, married and 
unmarried, the teachings of their treach- 
erous and impure casuistry, with a suc- 
cess that seemed more than human, 
I have seen these priests impose their 
pretendedly divine authority, and sus- 
tain it by mock miracles, for ends that 
were simply devilish. I have had 
poured into my ears what can never be 
uttered, and what ought not to be be- 
lieved, but was only too plainly true. 
And I have seen that all that is most 
deplorable is not an accident, but a re- 
sult, and an inevitable result, and a 
confessedly inevit...'* result of the 
working practical system . “hurch 
of Rome, with all its stupendous ma- 
chinery of mischief. 

If there is ever to be either political 
or social regeneration for Europe, if 
the continent is ever to be anything 


done ! 
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better than a half-way hades, my sol- 
emn conviction is, it must be by the 
annihilation of the whole ecclesiastical 
system of the Papacy. 

This is no doubt a startling propo- 
sition. It is not likely to be accepted 
hastily, but I*believe it will be one day 
generally, and I am persuaded, before 
God, that there will soon have to be 
considered, in. England and America, 
the question—not how far the tolera- 
tion of Romanism is required by the 
principle of religions liberty, but—how 
far that toleration is consistent with 
natural law and civil government. 

After fifteen years of study, and 
travel, and sad experience, it is no 
longer an inquiry how to raise the ne- 
gro to the level with the white man, 
but how to rescue the white man from 
the condition of a slave. 

To the question, what makes the 
mightiest nation of the earth? It 
seems natural to answer, What makes 
most individual men what they are? 
Certain'y nothing adventitious. Dress, 
Chestertield says, will alter a person’s 
manners; and an accident may, for 
atime, make almost any man discor- 
dant with himself. But after all, cir- 
cumstances leave men _ essentially 
what they find them, only more devel- 
oped; it is the soul that makes the 
man; and its religion is a nation’s soul. 
Cunning, mistrust, and civil impotency, 
treachery, cruelty, and sensuality, fol- 
low the Roman superstition, when es- 
tablished, just as they follow hereditary 
corporal slavery. 

Europe of the middle ages was, per- 
haps, a degeneracy from the world that 
Domitian reigned over. Popular de- 
lusion, the secret of despotism, “ totum 
concilium sapientium ,” as St. Augustin 
calls it, was still the basis of all gov- 
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ernment ; and Papal Rome, equally in- 
tolerant of the truth, and equally im- 
patient of virtue, was far more deeply 
learned than her Pagan progenitor in 
the science of corruption. It is hardly 
possible to make up the sum of grati- 
tude that is due to those who, under 
God, set England free. Whatever may 
be said of unwise. cruel, wicked meas- 
ures, the policy of the English reforma- 
tion was not cruel, not wicked, nor un- 
wise. It was simply honest. It was 
made in earnest, and saved the Ang'o- 
Saxon race, and put the only effectual 
Were it not for the 
Engiand, 


drag on tyranny. 
Protestant monarchy of 
Christendom of to-day would be the 
Christendom of the middle ages; burn- 
ing heretics would be a holy-day amuse- 
ment for every city populace, and os- 
tentatious concubinage would be in 
Europe as it is in Mexico and parts of 
South America, a grateful and respect- 
ed promise of moderation in the clergy. 

No! it is not civil liberty that is the 
first want of Europe or America. The 
want is the education necessary formen 
to be free, perception of what is liberty; 
the want is emancipation from a 
pseudo-divine jurisdiction upon earth. 
This is the want that makes the dark- 
ness of their future. Rome weighs 
upon her victims like an eternal night- 
mare. 

Wherever the spritual jurisdiction of 
the Pope is nationally recognized, wher- 
ever the sovereignty of tle Civil state 
is divided with a foreign ecclesiastic, 
the first step andthe most important 
step, has been already taken in debase- 
ment and apostacy. Rel gion is evera 
sacred and a mysterious thing, and, 
whether ina great people ora little 
child, cannot be safely tampered with. 
A supernatural power established visj- 
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bly on earth, cannot be half-acknowledg- 
ed. And a supernatural power, ac- 
knowledged,with natural rights respect- 
ed—a Pontifical, jure divino, jurisdic- 
tion, with civil liberty—is a more mon- 
strous imagination than the centaur or 
the sphinx. It is a bicipital absurdity, 
and, as such, has ever been most con- 
temptuously repudiated bythe “ Holy 
See.” Nothing is so deeply or so proud- 
ly felt at Rome as a triumph of bringing 
a Protestant kingdom down toa Con- 
cordat. No claims which the Papal 
Church herself can make to be a power 
vested with right divine to meddle every- 
where, are half so unequivocal as ac- 
knowledgments, as cries for help or 
mercy from enemies, whose hostility to 
her is their distinction—is what gives 
them the very name of Protestants. <A 
Concordat even of preliminaries is to the 
haughty mind and heart of Rome the 
triumph of all triumphs, though she 
seems to have yielded everything. It 
is, as she knows well, not the white cap 
and cassock, not the triple crown nor 
mystic keys, not cardinals in conclave 
nor priests afield, that make the Pope 
Vice God, but greedy necessity, knee- 
crooking fear. 
**Qui finxit sacros auro velmarmore vultus. 
Non facit ille deos! Qui roGat—ille facit.” 
Not he who sculptur’d forms divine hath 
wrought 
In marble or in gold, not he makes gods! 
The suppliant wretch that prays the image 
Makes the god. 
Papal Rome, at least, is not ignorant 
that there is but one ground for her to 
stand upon ; and she has never pretend- 
ed that she will be, or that she can be, 
contented with toleration, or indepen- 
dence, or equality. Domination is the 
condition of her existence. 
Terms often act, and, of course, are 
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often used like spells. As it were con- 
ventionally, they suspend the exercise 
of reason. They convey no well-defin- 
ed idea, they only exercise an influence 
sensitively. “ Religious liberty,” or 
“ Liberty of conscience,” is one of these 
terms. Yet, according to both Locke 
and Montesquieu, religious liberty may 
require intolerance of an intolerant re- 
ligion ; the very spirit of peace and gen- 
tleness may require war to be waged by 
the State against an aggresive religion. 
The religion of the Egyptians (with 
which, unhappily, that of Christians 
was confounded) was not tolerated 
by the old Romans, and the rea- 
son was, says Montesquieu, “it was 
intolerant. It was determined to dom- 
ineer alone, to build itself up on the 
ruins of the rest, so that the very spirit 
of indulgence and peace, which char- 
acterized the Romans at home, was the 
true cause why they made war against 
it without intermission.” I cannot 
bring myself to acquiesce in this princi- 
ple. I object as strongly as any man to 
interfering with the human spirit in its 
sacred relations with God. Iam quite 
ready to acknowledge that believing 
Transubstantiation is no more an affair 
for preventive legislation than dream- 
ing. But I cannot think that toleration 
by law of the ecclesiastical system of 
the Church of Rome isa mere ques- 
tion of religious liberty. Human _ act- 
ions cannot be putin the same cate- 
gory with human thought, the deeds of 
the body with the working of the spirit. 
And the question is, what power, a na- 
tional or a foreign, a civil or a Ponti‘i- 
cal one, shall control actions. 

Religious liberty, it is quite clear, 
ought not to imply any exemption from 
moral duties or from political obliga- 
tions, 
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But Rome claims the right to dis- 
pense, and she does dispense from both. 
Religious toleration, it is quite clear, 
ought not to imply permission publicly 
to organize insubordination in the 
State, or to propagate “a systematized 
philosophy” of perjury, cruelty, and 
violence. 

But Rome claims the right to do 
both, and she does both. 

Is it quite fair to hunt down the poor 
Irish Romanist for perjury and mur- 
der, while one is a duty and the other 
a right, according to his tolerated re- 
ligion? If to teach the obligatiun of 
perjury and the lawfulness of assassi- 
nation be a part of religious liberty 
and protected by law, surely to practise 
perjury and assassination ought to be 
considered a part of religious liberty also! 

And why may not the Mormon chief 
priest of the * holy city” of Salt Lake, 
upon his plea of jure divino jurisdic- 
tion, enjoin three wives upon his dea- 
cons, as well as a Papal delegate for- 
bid or annul a lawful marriage! Why 
may not a fanatic mutilate children, as 
well as a Papal official forcibly confine 
women for life, with torture, under the 
name of penance, inflicted at discre- 
tion ! 

But I am far from conceding that, 
abstractedly speaking, independently 
of an irhmoral code, foreign jurisdic- 
tion is ever wisely tolerated in a Prot 
estant country, under a pretense that 
it is a part of rightful religious liberty. 
By religious liberty I understand lib- 
erty for men to hold and teach what 
they believe to be dogmas of faith and 
to practise inocuously to the public 
their peculiar form of worship. I un- 








derstand by jurisdiction legal authority 
to enforce obedience in any way, 
through the conscience or by the sword. 
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The confusion of ideas between spir- 
itual and temporal jurisdiction, and the 
general misapprehension of what is the 
jurisdiction that Rome claims as a 
right, must be my excuse for making a 
large extract from a pamphlet lately 
published in answer to the Dudlin Re- 
view's defense against “‘ Cases of Con- 
science.” 

“Our Papal governor is representa- 
tive and delegate of St. Peter and the 
Pope in his supreme temporal jurisdic- 
tion over Christendom, Bellarm. de 
Rom. Pon. lib. v. 5. See a'so Council 
of Trent, secs. xv., XVil., XXiv., xxv. ef 
passim and also passim, the Continent 
of Europe. 

* And, in order more clearly to un- 
derstand the Papal pretensions on this 
head, it must be remembered that pon- 
tifical jurisdiction, according to the 
Church of Rome, is threefold. First, 
of order, for ordaining, etc.; second, of 
internal jurisdiction, for the government 
of the Christian world in the court of 
conscience ; third, of temporal jurisdic- 
tion for governing the Christian world 
outwardly. 

“Bellarmine says that about the first 
of these rights, or powers of jurisdic- 
tion, there is no dispvte whatever; 
that about the second, that is the right 
of erecting the ‘tribunals’ of confession 
of binding and absolving, there are,two 
opinions ; but that both opinions agree in 
this, that in the exercise of it, the right to 
use it (jurisdiction in foro interiori), de- 
pends upon the right of temporal juris- 
diction. ‘That is to say, that no priest, 


nor bishop, nor the Pope himself, has 
the right to set up a visible confession- 
al, or pretend to govern men in the 
court of conscience, unless he can de- 
rive it from an acknowledged right of 
external or temporal jurisdiction. 


lend a) 
ye) 


“What, then, is this right or power 
of extern] jurisdiction (the Sacrosanct 
Council of Trent has taken the wise 
precaution in proclaiming it, to com- 
mand its exercise in general only when 
expedient); what, then, is this jurisdic- 
tion by virtue of which priests hear con- 
fessions, and a legate governs in this 
remote region of Christendom ? 

“It is the temporal supremacy of 
Christen lom, ‘Summa potestas tempor- 
alis’ ‘The power of governing the 
Christian world with external jurisdic- 
tion.’ 

“In whom is this supremacy vested ? 

“Tt is vested wholly and solely in the 
Pope, and derived from him to other 
bishops; otherwise, as Bellarmine ob- 
serves, the Pope could neither take it 
away from a bishop nor modify the use 
of it which, it is solemnly decreed by 
the Council of Trent and universally 
conceded, he has the right to do. 

“What is the origin of Papal tem- 
poral supremacy ? 

“Ttis jure divino, not indeed directly 
and immediately for its own sake, but 
for the sake of the Pope's spiritual 
power, as a means and necessary for 
the spiritual good of Christendom. 

* How far does this supremacy ex- 
ten! de jure divino? 

“It extenl|s to the disposing of all 
the temporal possessions of all Chris- 
tians, of the crown and sceptre of the 
sovereign, and the last penny of the 
beggar—to the disposing of their lives 
in this world, and of their sorrows in 
the dim, countless, but still temporal 
ages of pirgitory.” “This is what we 
cla'm for the Supreme Pontiff,” says Bel- 
be bold 
when he was merely asserting what the 
Sacrosanct Council of Trent had taken 
or established. 


larmine, and he might well 
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“But from rights, as the Sacrosanct 
Council and Bellarmine knew well, 
there result duties. And it is from 
this supremacy in temporals that there 
devolves upon the Pope and his _pleni- 
potentiary delegates ‘the duty, when- 
ever it is possible or expedient, of com- 
pelling all Christians, kings as well as 
their subjects, to do what he commands 
and not to do what he forbids. And, 
excla ms triumphantly the ‘ Venerable’ 
(for Rome has decreed to Bellarmine 
the first order of sainthood), witness 
the example of Gregory VII., who de- 
posed the Emperor Henry IV., and 
commanded another to be chosen in 
his stead; of Innocent IIL., who in 
like manner deposed Otho IV.; of In- 
nocent IV., who deposed Frederick II, 
and gave the Lusitanian king a coadju- 
tor to administer his realm; of Clement 
VI., who deposed Lewis IV., and of 
eight other pontiffs, whom he names 
with the instances of their dutifully send- 


ing poor kings adrift. (Ib. v. 8). And 
he indignantly repugns the  over- 


heavy, ‘ nimis gravis’ accusation, that 
Rome has ever, except from necessity, 
tolerated, or now tolerates, an heretic 
upon any throne in Christendom. Her 
weakness, not her will, consented to the 
reigning of Nero, Julian, Valens or the 
like: ‘ physical force was wanted,’ And 
now, as then, the duty and the will are 
both the same, and a new sovereign 
would replace Victoria if Rome had 
but the power, ‘st vires adfuissent. 

“ And to come down to later author- 
ities than those of 


Bellarmine and 
Clement VI., I shall conclude with one 
from a living Legate, and one from a 
living Pope. 

“Our venerated hierarchy and clergy, 
in the fulfillment of their duties, will 
inculcate the strict and religious duty 
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of selecting as representatives of the 
people those men who are best fitted to 
support in the Imperial Parliament our 
religious rights.—Address to the Cath- 
olics of the United Kingdom, signed, 
Paul, Archbishop of Armagh, Primate 
of all Ireland.’ 

“ What is understood by ‘our rights ?” 

“Let Pius IX. explain. 
ings with a neighboring kingdom that 


In his deal- 


Pontiff declares, in an allocution to the 
Cardinals of the Church 
liveredin the same month and the same 


of Rome, ce- 


year (September, 1851), as the address 
quoted above, that he hath taken this 
principle for basis that the Catholic re- 
ligion, with all its rights, ought to be ex- 
clusively dominant, in such sort that 
every other worship shall be banished 
and interdicted. 

“In the same allocution the Pope 
explains, also, that by ecclesiastical lib- 
erty is meant ‘the free exercise of their 
proper epscopal jurisdiction by the 
Now, the Sacrosanct Council 
of Trent has decreed, ‘inviolably,’ that 
this jur.sdiction reaches to civil officers, 


bishops.’ 


‘even though created by imperial or 
royal authority ; that it may be exer- 
cised over cleric or layman, by what- 
ever dignity pre-eminent, be he em 
peror or king; that it the 
nght, if it be judged expedient, to pro- 


includes 
cee against all persons wha soever, by 
distress 


means of pecuniary fines, by 
upon the goods or arrest upon the per- 
son, and, if there be contumacy, by 


e.e : . , 
smiting with the sword of anathema 








($xxii. CC. x. Xi. $XXxV. C. Ill). 


Now, therefore, Romanism is not 
merely areligion, a system of relations 
with the invisible world, a rule of faith 
and form of worship ; it is an organized 
terrestial polity, with its own visible 


head, its own laws, its own penalties, 
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and its own instruments (often secret 
ones) for the enforced regulat:on of men’s 
actions in every relation, and in every 
imaginable contingency of sublunary 
life. 

The moral code of Rome, personal, 
social and political, is essentially a leg- 
islation, and it is practically carried into 
effect. This code is completely antago- 
nistic to that of England, and I am per- 
suaded, to that of nature. Perjury, by 
the law of England and by the law of 
nature, is a crime. Perjury in a court 
of justice is doubly a crime. But Rome 
rules, that a witness judicially interro- 
gated upon oath, by a court which she 
does not consider legitimately consti. 
tuted, is without question not bound to 
speak the truth. Nay, be the court ever 
so legitimately constituted, even accord- 
ing tothe mind of Rome, Rome rules 
that a wiiness is bou d to swear that 
he knows nothing of a murder which he 
has seen deliberately committed, pro- 
vided the secret of the guilty man is oth- 
erwise secure. Assassinaion, by the 
law of England and by the law of na- 
But 
rules that thus to make away with a 


ture, Is always a crime. Rome 
king, a father or a husband, may occa- 
sionally be an undoubted mght of any 
one. “To attack your reputation,” 
says Lessius, “is just as bad as to at- 
tack your life; but it is lawful to kill 
anyone to save your life, therefore it is 
lawful to doso to save your honor.” 
Another great Popish divine thinks 
this r.ght especially belongs to priests, 
Jesuits, and other religious, s.nce a fair 
fame is to them especially important ; 
consequently, it is not only lawtul for 
them to make away, as best they can, 
with anyone who threatens to bring 
grievous reproach on them or their Or- 
ders, but it is often their duty to do so 


378 


Suppose, for instance, an inmate of a 
convent should threaten to reveal infa- 
mous proposals made to her by a priest, 
a bishop, or a cardinal; suppose it im- 
possible (as I know, from six years’ ex- 
perience in the case of my own wife, it 
is not in England), to cut her off from 
all private communication, even in the 
Confessional, with the only priest, or 
the only near Roman Catholic relative 
to whom she ever would make the com- 
munication of such a fact; suppose it, 
I say, impossible for a profligate prelate 
thus to sequester his missed prey—he has 
his sacred right of secret murder! Or 
suppose—and this case is put by the 
celebrated Father Caramuel—suppose 
a woman of no reputation, “ thinking to 
win honor from the frailty of so great 
a personage,” a bishop ! a cardinal! ** be- 
gins to tell her story, if there be no 
other means of defending a holy repu- 
tation”—a quiet murder, when _prac- 
ticable, is not only the sacred right of 
the Reverend, Right Reverend, or most 
eminent sinner, but “may be, in char- 
ity, his bounden duty !” 

The toleration, therefore, of such a 
system as that of Rome isincompatible, 
not only with civil supremacy and _ na- 
tional self-government, but with the 
well-being of society or the safety of the 
state. 

This right of defence, according to the 
Church of Rome, justifies the use of 
every means against danger of every 
sort. It would, according to Liguori 
by a “decision of the Church” (of 
Rome), be a mortal sin for a priest to 
refuse absolution to an over-scrupulous 
person who should seek it, after a se- 
cret murder committed under the sanc- 
tion of any one of the authorities I have 
quoted. 

If religious toleration means the 
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right, guaranteed by law, to every man 
to act, in every relation of life, upon 
what he chooses to call his religious 
opinions, orupon what are the fair, rea- 
sonable developments ofan ecclesiasti- 
cal system such as that of Rome, there 
is no longer such a thing as civil equal- 
ity between Protestants and Romanists. 

Roman Catholics are first of all sub- 
jects of an Italian prince, to whom they 
owe allegiance as the Vicar of God, as 
a priest appointed of God to be head 
over Christendom, all whose laws claim 
a divine sanction. Roman Catholics 
are subjects of the civil state, and are 
bound by the laws of the civil state 
only so far as the Italian prince allows 
them to be. To think, then, that Prot- 
estant subjects of the state, and spirit- 
ual subjects of the Pope in the same 
state, are civilly on the same footing, is 
absurd. 

The oath of civil allegiance which 
binds the one, Rome solemnly declares, 
carries with it no obligation, if taken in 
mockery by the other. The last testa- 
ment of a deceased relative, which 
binds the cons«ience of the Protestant 
heir, is solemnly declared to be valid, 
only according to expedieney, for the 
Church of Rome. The life of the most 
determined enemy is beyond the reach 
of a religious Protestant in thought 
even ; while a wrong, or even an insult, 
places a man at the mercy or the dis- 
cretion of any priest in the kingdom. 
The bargain between a Protestant bai- 
iff and his Protestant master binds 
both ; with a Roman Catholic servant 


it binds only his master. These are all 


“decisions of the Church” of Rome, to 
censure which is “to censure the de- 
cision of the Holy See,” is “to set up 
as a censor of authority itself.” 

When I compare the Church of 
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Rome, as I now see her, with what I 
painted her to myself, with the imagi- 
nary realization of our blessed Saviour’s 
scheme for fallen man’s sanctification, 
no words can convey my horror at the 
contrast. I should often doubt the con- 
clusions of my reason, mistrust my 
moral sense, and reject my certain 
knowledge as a dream, if God’s written 
Word, and man’s universal conscience, 
if the experience of both hemispheres 
and of ten centuries did not confirm 
me. 

The ties which bind an individual to 
his hereditary religion partake of the 
mysterious character of religion itself. 
God forbid I should ever treat them 
with irreverence. But religion has 
claims as a national, as well as an indi- 
vidual affair. And the religion of the 
Bible protesting against that of Rome 
is emphatically the national religion of 
Great Britain and America. In my 
soul, I am persuaded it is their religion 
that has made these countries, and that 
keeps them what they are. Those who 
think any religion contemptible because 
it mixes error with truth, or because 
they see its ecclesiastics individually 
contemptible, are hopeless. They are 
almost fit to be considered, what Rome 
has always considered mere men and 
women, as creatures half way between 
priests and monkeys, not to be reasoned 
with, but ruled absolutely. 

In bringing this painful letter to a 
conclusion, perhaps it only remains for 
me to add that, though I have not en- 
tered into the religious part, properly 
so called, of the Papal system, it is not 
because I still cling to any single one 
of the distinctive doctrines of the 


Church of Rome; but I have not for- 
gotten the awful regard with which I 
ever approached them, during my great 
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delusion. Their mysterious fascination 
of soul and sense must have been felt 
to be imagined. God only knows how 
my whole being was bowed down be- 
fore what I believed his real presence 
in the mass; how I almost seemed to 
myself sensible of angels kneeling round 
me, when I lifted up the host to be 
adored. And I cannot but respect the 
deep sincerity of such faith in others, 
though I can no longer hold it, when 
all the visionary basis it was built upon 
is gone forever. 

What a wrench it was that broke me 
from the Church of Rome! But, griev- 
ous as it was, I should be the most un- 
grateful of men if I did not ever bless 
God publicly, as weil as in private, for 
the grace that delivered me ; and if, in 
doing so, I did not also give my hum- 
ble thanks to him through Jesus Christ 
our Lord that the grounds on which I 
renounced the communion of that 
Church left my faith unshaken ; that of 
his great mercy, I was saved from the 
infidelity which is a too intelligible re- 
action with those who, because the faith 
which grasped at “ the secret things of 
the Lord our God” has proved a great 
delusion, reject also ‘‘those revealed 


things which belong unto us and to our 
children forever, that we may do all the 
words of the law.” 


A NOTE FROM THE REv. FREDERICK 
Ward Dennis, Rector of the American 
Church in Florence, Italy, dated Octo- 
ber 25, 1886, informs us that Rev. 
Pierce Connelly, whose brilliant and 
forcible exposure of Romanism is con- 
cluded in the foregoing pages, has re- 
cently died. His wife entered a con- 
vent when he became a priest, and con- 
tinued a nun, notwithstanding his per- 
sistent efforts to deliver her from such 
a life, until her death a few years ago. 





380 The Converted Catholic. 
THE MORAL THEOLOGY OF THE JESUITS. 


Translated for THE CONVERTED CaTHOLic from the Latin Text of Father 
J. P. Gury, of the Society of Jesus, Professor of Moral Theology 
in the Roman College. 


Tue E1GHTH COMMANDMENT (Continued). 
CuHaPTer IL. 
DEFAMATION. 
Art. I. ON THE VICE OF DEFAMATION. 


Defamation is the secret and unjust violation of another’s reputation. 

Defamation is called simple, if a neighbor’s reputation is injured by the reve- 
lation of a rea! crime; it is called ca/umny, when the crime is imaginary. It can 
be done directly or indirectly. 

All direct defamation, simple or calumnious, is a mortal sin in itself, because 
it is a more serious sin than theft. But the quality of this sin must be determined 
by the damage which results, and not by the character of the sin attributed. We 
should t)\ere‘ore take into account the relative position of the slanderer and of 
the one slandered. 

It is never lawful to attribute to any one a crime without cause, as is evi- 
dent from Proposition 44, condemned by Innocent XI. But it is lawful to re- 
veal secret crimes for just reasons. 

These just reasons are: (1) Zhe notable interest of the revealer; for example, 
in order to obtain aid and counsel in an important matter, but he should be care- 
ful that he have no desire to slander; (2) the interest of the delinquent, for his 
instruction, his correction, etc ; (3) the interest of the public in order to prevent 
some evil which threatens the State, the Church, or the Community; (4) the 
serious private interest of the listener or of some one else. [Marotti’s Little Cat- 
echism does not fail to reproduce these exceptions which completely demolish 
the rule, whi'e he is careful to choose out some admissible examples, in order to 
carry out these principles ] 

Q. Is it ever lawful to publish the faults and failings of one’s neighbor ? 

A. Ii is lawful to publish them, if necessary, that is, (1) when the welfare 
of religion or of the State is concerned ; (2) when the one who divulges the faults 
or vices of another does it for his own advantage ; for example, to defend him- 
self against calumny, or that he may receive assistance and advice in an import- 
ant matter ; (3) wuen the good of the one who has committed a fault or who 
has these secret failings requires his conduct to be made known to those who are 
in a position to correct him; (4.) in short, when it is for the public interest that 
the character of an eyil-doer be made known in order to guard against the in- 
jury he m ght cause. 

Q. Is it a mortal sin to reveal to one person the mortal sin of another? 

A. It is not always a mortal sin, even when it is revealed to several. 











